NUMBER 141
24 AUGUST 2022

Radical Openness
Richard Rohr reminds us that “Jesus and St Francis
had no pragmatic social agenda for reform. They
just moved outside the system of illusion, more by
ignoring it than fighting it and quite simply doing it
better. They knew that the best criticism of the bad
is the practice of better” (Rohr: Centre for Action
and Contemplation June 2017).
Jesus incarnate, reflected God’s agency for
humanity. Jesus had a unique mission to invite the
outcast in, especially women, the poor, the sick,
the socially isolated and those racially vilified.
St Francis followed the way of Jesus. In the fifth
crusade Francis crossed into the camps of the
Sultan. Initially he was thought to be a spy in the
enemy camp but when the Sultan and Francis
parted ways, days later, it was as friends.
Jesus also invited into his apostleship people with
varied life experience. Consider the disciples, they
were not the ‘religious elite’ yet Jesus empowered
them to lead the Church.
Henri J.M. Nouwen writes in The Wounded Healer:
Ministry in Contemporary Society,

The great illusion of leadership is to think 		
that [the hu]man can be led out of the desert
by someone who has never been there.
Indeed, Jesus consistently brought a countercultural voice, “so the last will be first, and the first

will be last” (Matthew 20:16). He reached out to
those on the margins and he acknowledged the
dignity of everyone he met.
St Francis too sought out the lepers , embracing
and kissing them. Francis experienced and
expressed grace in this moment of mercy and it
opened his heart to do all he could for those
who were shunned and rejected.
St Francis exemplified knew the teaching of Jesus
who told the rich man,
If you want to be perfect, go and sell all you
have and give the money to the poor, and
you will have riches in heaven; then come,
follow me (Matthew 19:21),
and he radically expressed this when he gave
up all his wealth and stripped himself bare both
figuratively and literally.
God’s mission today calls us to overcome hate,
reconcile past hurts, reunite the estranged and
bring those on the margins into the fold it is
constantly challenging us to action and in the way
of Jesus, while seeking timely and adaptable ways
to live out the mission in today’s world.
Every Christian is called to live this way; to engage
others with respect and awe, for each person
is created in the image of God. Jesus modelled
radical difference, now we too must adopt a “radical
openness to all that God is asking of us” (Archbishop
Tim Costelloe).

Remind us God of love that we are
created in your love.
That we are called to be a light of love
in transforming our world
one act of compassion, empathy
and kindness at a time;
one smile and listening ear at a time;
one touch, one word, one prayer,
one act of forgiveness at a time;
one act of leadership
and guidance at a time.
Remind us, God who is love, that we are
your song of love to the world.
Amen. (adapted from Rupp: The Cup of our Life. P. 14-15)
REFLECTION
How do you show those on the margins compassion and respect?
References: 1. https://cac.org/daily-meditations/nothing-regret-god-uses-everything-favor-2017-06-12/;
2. https://melbournecatholic.org/news/archbishop-tim-costelloe-reflects-on-his-new-role-as-acbc-president
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